MOHAMMED   AND    CHARLEMAGNE

their land, the Goths offered Belisarius the royal crown. Belisarius
accepted the offer, or feigned to accept it, and entered the city (540).
A treaty was signed. The Gothic garrisons took the oath of fidelity
to their new king; and Belisarius, having completed his mission,
was recalled by the Emperor, To the amazement of the Goths,
who could not understand how he could continue to serve another
when he might have been an independent king, Belisarius obeyed.
He took with him Vitiges, and a number of Goths who followed
him, who afterwards took part with him in the wars against the
Persians.

This conduct on the part of Belisarius, which brought into
Italy a prefect of the Practorium and the regular government of
Rome, constituted an act of treason in the eyes of the Goths.
Those of the North of Italy, whose territory had not yet been
occupied by the Imperial forces, rebelled, and offered the crown to
an officer, Uraias, who refused it, and then to Ildibald, the nephew
of the Visigoth king Thcudis;1 and the latter undertook to re-
conquer Italy.

At this time the Italian population was crushed by the burden
of taxation. Belisarius had taken with him the greater part of the
troops; die forces that remained in the country were distributed
in garrisons, and were under no general command.

Starting from Pavia with a thousand men, Ildibald, thanks to
the hostility of the population against the new Imperial govern-
ment, won some important victories. He defeated the Roman
army, commanded by the magister militum per Ittyrkuin, but in the
moment of his triumph he was assassinated,2

His successor Eraric, who was not a Goth, but a kugian, imme-
diately attempted to negotiate with Justinian, offering to betray
his army and to take up his residence in Constantinople in return
for the title of patrician. He was assassinated before he could put
his plan into execution (541), and was followed by Totila, a cousin
of Ildibald's. Prepared to acknowledge Justinian's authority before

1 HAftTMANN, op. ftV., vol, J, pp, 28^-290,
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